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Product: Corel Paint Shop Pro X (http://www.corel.com)
Manufacturer: Corel

Cost: $50-$130
(Manufacturer’s suggested full package price: $79.99.  Includes manual, tutorial on CD, Corel Photo Album 6 Standard Edition, Pixmantec Rawshooter Essentials 2005.)

System Requirements
Minimum System Requirements
· 500 MHz processor 

· Microsoft ® Windows ® 2000 (SP4) or XP 

· 256 MB of RAM 

· 500 MB of free hard disk space 

· 1024 x 768 resolution display, 16-bit color display 

Recommended System Requirements
· 1.0GHz processor or faster 

· Microsoft ® Windows ® XP 

· 512 MB of RAM 

· 500 MB of free hard disk space 

· 1024 x 768 resolution display, 32-bit color display 

Additional Requirements for Photo Album 6 Standard Edition
· Macromedia ® Flash Player 7 (included) 

· Microsoft ® Outlook ® Express or other MAPI-compliant e-mail software (to e-mail from the product) 

· Apple ® QuickTime 6.5.2 or greater (to handle movie files) 

· Microsoft ® DirectX ™ 9 (to create PhotoSafe archive CDs and Quick CDs) 

· CD-R, CD-RW, DVD-R, or DVD+R drive (to create PhotoSafe archive CDs and Quick CDs) 

Overview of Corel Paint Shop Pro X
Paint Shop Pro X is an inexpensive, user-friendly image editing software package aimed at the beginner-intermediate level user.  Its prime competitor is Adobe PhotoShop 3 ($50-$150), which is itself a simplified version of Adobe Photo Shop CS ($270-$530), which is aimed at the professional photographer.  With Paint Shop Pro X, the user can adjust, retouch and restore, create collages, add text and graphics and apply graphics to images.  The included Photo Album 6 allows users to organize image files.  Pixmantec Rawshooter Essentials 2005, which is also included, allows users to convert raw camera format files.  
Main Features of Corel Paint Shop Pro X

Paint Shop Pro X offers the user great versatility by providing the choice of 

automatic photo fixes or precision adjustments through easy-to-use tool sliders.  Features include old favorites such as vector drawing, art media tools, preset shapes, etc., as well as obviously useful one-click red-eye and digital noise removers. Professional-quality features such as 16-bit editing, the ability to work with raw files, save out to CMYK, and color management and screen calibrations options are also included (Paint Shop Pro X Homepage, 2006).
All elements of Paint Shop X can be managed through the inclusion of a “Learning Center,” a menu of application topics such as “Get Photos,” “Adjust,” Retouch and Restore,” “Collage,” “Text and Graphics,” “Effects,” and “Print and Share.”  The Learning Center menu, which is collapsible for more experienced users who wish to use advanced editing tools, appears on the left of the screen when the user opens Paint Shop Pro X.  By clicking on one of the topics, the user can view a selection of tools within a given application.  These tools range from automatic fixes to higher level adjustments and provide the user a variety of options according to need and skill level.  The Learning Center is supplemented by two hours of easy-to-follow tutorials on a range of topics.  Particular attention has been given to user-friendliness.  A beginning user can easily apply simple applications by following Learning Center directions and learn more complex techniques through use of the tutorials or simple experimentation, thus resulting in an agreeable learning curve.  Simply put, the user can become as sophisticated in using Paint Shop Pro X as he or she desires, all the while enjoying very pleasing results.
Recommendation
Corel’s Paint Shop Pro X offers beginning users easy to learn options to produce satisfying results.  The software includes many features that also make Paint Shop Pro X versatile for more experienced intermediate and professional-level users.  One criticism is that Paint Shop Pro X is geared mostly to photography-oriented users rather than general-purpose graphics users (Chastain, 2006).  This is perhaps understandable given the recent explosion in digital camera use.  Most digital camera users seem to end up with scores of digital photos and require an easy way to manage and manipulate them.  The inclusion of Corel Photo Album 6 makes Paint Shop Pro X a very attractive option.  

Users of Paint Shop Pro X seem to agree.  A brief review of websites that provide customer reviews of software products revealed high user satisfaction (CNet, 2006).  Reviews provided on the Corel Paint Shop Pro X homepage include 4.5 stars out of 5 from PC Magazine, 5 stars from CNET download.com, a recommendation from Small Business Computing.com. , and a Top Buy Award from PC User (Australia) (Paint Shop X Reviews, 2006).  While the professional photographer might prefer to purchase Adobe’s Photo Shop CS, the general user will find Corel’s Paint Shop Pro X very easy to use and versatile.  Business users will also find Paint Shop Pro X useful for their needs, whether manipulating images for a company’s web site or for use in the office newsletter.  I bought it.
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