


"Anytime -Anywhere" is a marketing phrase to 

entice students to consider taking online 

courses. 

Unfortunately, that very phrase also eliminates 

the opportunity for online course facilitators 

to include mandatory (or even optional) 

synchronous course elements and 

strategies in their teaching and learning 

initiatives.



This session will focus on a rich exchange of 
information - relative to synchronous course 
element strategies, successes, challenges, 
and failures.

Your comments ðthroughout ðare welcome!
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What faculty, and others, typically have to say 
about synchronous elements

òThe Mythsó



òAnytime ðAnywhereó 

is the way that online 

learning needs to be!



òI will never be able to get 

my students together for 

any synchronous online 

chat sessions!ó



òMy students will either think 
it is impossible to do chat 
sessions ðor ðthey will not 
find any value in them 
anyway.ó



òBy the way - conducting 

online chat sessions will be 

too much work for me!ó



An Approach that Works



¾ Skeletal set of topics to cover during the online 
chat
�¾linked to the reading assignments

¾ Students determine the direction of the chat 
session

¾ Instructor role:
�¾alternate topics (aligned with assigned readings)

�¾heighten student engagement

�¾energize the conversation

�¾redirect / correct ~ only when necessary


